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of History, as being less apt than her wayward sisters to requite his devotion with a mortifying rebuff/'
Not only did lie early abandon his poetic illusion, but he also chose with great promptness the division of history to which he would devote himself. " At the age of eighteen the plan which he is still attempting to execute was, in its most essential features, formed."
Thus early in life did Parkman see his way and enter upon his course. He now changed his reading quite abruptly and completely from poetry to the accounts of border life, the Indians, the French and Indian War; directing his college labors chiefly to the study of history and of English composition. It was remarked that he always did with the greatest energy and persistence what he liked to do, and neglected other things in the same masterful fashion. He therefore attained to good scholarship in his chosen branches of history and rhetoric. He mastered also French, and Latin as far as was necessary for his future investigations. He described his own standing, as well as some of his college experiences with his chum, in an after-dinner speech in 1885:l
" Something more than forty years ago Mr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, Master of the Latin School, and Dr. Parkman, Minister of the New North Church, took counsel together and agreed that their sons, who were just passing the freshman examination at Harvard, should be
1 Speech at a dinner given in honor of Dr. Gould, May 7,1885. Boston Daily Advertiser*